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THERE Is still a new change In I
at the Hudson Theater. So
alter, the public may visit th

Miss Ferguson's participation In Mlsi

Species of beauty show. It seemed at
could be nothing lovelier than her lnc

the ripe beauty of her early forties.
The quaint costume of the Secon

remoteness to this exquisitely womai

with rather tearful eyes from unde
world which might have devoured h
which no man could ever resist or e

"friend" attributed her safety on a ce

gestion of "class" that still hung al
that this Irresistible sense of dependei
lse during a career that was just abou
_ For the heroine of "The Varying

Bone but the fruits of iniquity. Then
old days when there was a possibili
bedroom farces, the pfudes would hi
the Hudson Theater. The courtesan
Apparently altogether forgiven and hi
old days anathema to Che scrupulous,
lous or miserable or painlessly remo

to deserve the forgiveness of the pious
Lelatid appears to have been rather

.period. But she enjoyed every minute
OU WUUiU Due UQ, O^VlUiHft IV

But there are no old standards, and
the sake of Miss Ferguson's beauty If
at her loveliest dragging about the tr
the late sixties, It was only because
habit which the riant young woman!
tor the sports of the farm near New "Y
Vet it was, after all, mistaken to >tieclareher then of an unsurpassable

beauty of person and altogether In-
comparable In the charm of her bear-
Ing. Still, there remained the picture
of hesitating and tremulous girlhood.
Miss Akins can begin her play when
and where she will, stop it at the
beginning or In the middle and consult
only her own untrammelled will In its
arrangement. It is only imperative
that she obscure no minute of the
three phases of such varied and unique
loveliness as Miss Ferguson so tri-
timphantly displays. (

Mtas Akliu's Merits.

There is so much originality in Miss
Akins's separate scenes and so much
dl«tlnotion in the wav that thev are

usually written. It Is regrettable to
think that these qualities must be
attained at the cost of the technical
tnastery which would reveal them at
their best. So many of her dramatic
problems are adroitly solved.
The gift of Julie's pearls, for Instance,that her bankrupt lover may

not be dishonored when he cannot pay
a gambling debt to a young woman of
the same loose kind as herself, but not
pearly so deserving of them and the
safety their possession implies; and
the Intrusion of the drunken EnglishmanJust as her lover had determined
to make an earnest effort to forget
what Bhe had been and marry her.
these episodes reveal what dramatic
expedients Miss Aklns can Invent for
the details of her scenes, even If the
general effective plan of a piece
escapes her entirely.
Then, there Is real distinction In so

much of her dialogue.not, of course,
the deplorable fine writing which tries
to .sound like everything in the world
hut talk, but genuinely characteristic
speech that defers to good taste and a

working knowledge of the language.
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the

conversion of the last act of "The
Varying Shore" Into the first may have
the same effect that such a transformationhad in the case of a successfulplay of twenty or more years ago.

Marguerite Merington, who made no

subsequent attempt to enroll her name
among the great playwrights, wrote
"Captain Letterblalr," which served E.
H. Sothern most profitably during
some of the younger seasons of his
career. Miss Merington, who was an

accomplished woman and a well
known educator, first suhmltted her
play to Joseph Jefferson for practical

41 TT. tlm* Ihn last
ru.^rativun. -*. ».vpetas she had written the play be
Vied for the first. She took that ad-
vloe to the undying delight of herself
and Mr. Sothern. That change may 1

riot have made all the success of "Cap-
tain Letterhlalr." Yet the fact ought
to encourage Miss Akins. i

Result of Prevailing Sleekness.

Undoubtedly there will be after the
winter's leanness In success a greater
respect on the part of the managers
for the skill of the experienced playwright.The revivals of two notable
dramas of the last decade have served
to make one thing clear. No author
with a story to recite need begin It
forty years after the death of the
great-aunt of the heroine or tell It
backward or sideways or in any other ,

fashion than that of the straightaway
story teller with something to relate.

All the sliding backward and forward,departing to the right or the
left, or telling stories In any other way
than they could possibly have been ex-

pected to he told.those are but eva-

sions. They are efforts to get around
the simple fact that the playwright i
has nothing to say and hopes by these
oblique methods to deceive the specta-
tors Into tho belief that there Is a real
bit of Action before their eyes.

This discouraging novelty acquired
Its popularity before popular dramas
like "Bought nnd Paid For" and "Alias
Jimmy Valentine" were written. Of
course there Is nothing In these two
efforts to excite the enthusiasm of
the so-called "high brow" or even the
must lukewarm of his colleagues. But
Loth are serviceable and effective
stories told In the idiom of the thea,vtrc. Managers are going to respect
output of this kind more than ever
Piter the extravagant and erring
planner of the dramatists this year.
| This lias not i<eeu Um* tendency of
I

plot)
s Always the
th and Change
cts in The Varying Shore,'
Drama, Not'the First
Has Been Tried.
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:he outline of "The Varying Shore'
long as Miss Ferguson does not
ie playhouse without apprehension
s Zoe Akins's play is in reality s

the first representation as if then
aruation of the Southern woman ii

d Empire added a touch of exoth
nly and tender apparition, staring
r her crescent shaped tiara at £

er 'out for this appealing femlniti
(ver harden his heart toward. Hei
irtain niveau of decency to the sug
bout her. It seems more probabl
ice did more for her than anything
t as long as it was shameless.
3hore" had so far as the world saw

9 was no thorn in her path. In th<
ty of impropriety in anything bu
ive landed heavily on the play at
who died in the odor of sanctity
ar sins quite forgotten, was in thi
She had to sufTer, be made rldlcu

ved from the scenes of this eSrtt
. It is true that Miss Akins's JulU
ridiculous during her late Rivieri
of life.
old standards, quite unforgivable
Julie deserves to be pardoned foi
for no other reason. If she seemec

aln of the Second Empire gown o<
rtnn Viarl nnf caon Yior In Iha wlHInt

jood of the earlier period assumec
'ork.

their recent conduct. If one eccen
triclty flashed in the pan, it was no
the course of the manager to seek «

return to normalcy. He sought out
on the other hand, something if possi
ble more unusual He had not falle<
because he had sought to satisfy hii
public with something bizarre, but be
cause what he ultimately found wai
not bizarre enough. So the hunt fo
the outlandish went on.
Then the strlkte came.the strike o

the public.and there was no mon
confidence in the playwright whi
could devise all sorts of odd and ou
of the way methods of saying nothini
that had not been much better sail
before.

Cherish the Playwright.

So the playwright now seems des
tined to be more prized than ever b;
the manager. What a revelation i
would be to hear the real story o
some of the plays which finesse am

experience have allowed to depar
with a certain appearance of dignit;
In spite of their real experience! Tli
tragedies of those that disappear a

once arc plain enough. Who run
may read. One of them was acted flv
times a few weeks ago and cost th
optimistic impresario about $40,00C
>v nu.i win do me mie, lur instance, o

such a drama as "The Mountuii
Wan"? Did ever a single play but on
In the highly praised Kummer thea
ter ever earn a cent for its manager
Yet after all, there is no reason wh;

a .play should bo viewed with scori
because it happens to meet a fate tha
In some degree corresponds to th
bopes of the impresario who puts i
before the world. William Gillett
icted in "The Sisccessful Calamity.'
which had other advantages ubov
some of Miss Hummer's plays. Thi
rest of them had their qualntl;
humorous lines, which rarely availe<
to save them. Audiences smiled fo
sne act and usually felt vaguely rest
less and homesick for the rest of th
time.

If Miss Kummer had not been s<

unconsciously praised for these mod
pst achievements she might hav
thought it worth while to learn hoi
to write a play. Evidently sh
thought such a course quite unneces

nary, and "The Mountain Man" is con

vinclng evidence of her decision. Mtsi
Akins had better be careful. She ma;
be solicitously "kidded" along for i

while by fulsomo praise in certali
Tuarters until she also believes tha
what she Is writing now has a placi
n the theater.
Ethel Bnrrymore and William Oil

lette are rare, so they are powerful
pillars to tottering dramaturgy. It 1
not possible, after all, to have sucl
support for every play. Then th
wretched Inadequacy of the effort I
made plain. With their obligations t
111 so many theaters managers ar
often compelled to accept materia
In which they have little confldenet
rhe present season has not been with
nut Its educational value, however, ii
quarters that stood in need of it. Th
freak playwright will probably fln>
the going harder next year than I
lias been In many a calcium moon.

Vaudeville To-night for
Salesmen's Associatioi

Mr. E. F. Albee, president of tin
Keith Circuit of Theatres, who orlgl
tinted nnd sponsored the Idea of tht

testimonial to the National Council o

traveling Halesmen's Associations as i

recognition of their efforts In Improvini
traveling conditions, has arranged (

varied nnd Interesting program nt thi
kg L.ii... TI/>...a tA-nUh* It.

rdudlng a number of the meet populai
Keith star#.
The list Include# amor* other# Ml«i

Sophie Tucker, Ml## Trlxle Frlganzn
Al Herman, Herman Timbers, R a.
Samuels, Joe Cook. A Trip to Hltland
Val and Krnle Stanton. Lewi# nnd Poty
Ml## Ornce Nelson. Ml## M&rga Wal
ilron and George Halpern. Tango Shoe#
Ben Welch and other#.
Julinn Tnnnon, conspicuous In vatide

vlll? for many season# a# "The Chat,
terbox," will return to the stage foi
the occasion, nnd will act a# inaHter 01
neremonles. The event will have a bli
5f "Forget-Me-Not Pay" sentiment bj
the presence of about l.SOO disabled wai
veterans, who will be present as th<
guests of the association.
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I 'The Broken Wing' \
c Returns to Brooklyn y\
1 "The Broken Wing, now comeay \

P drama, by Paul Dickey and Charles W. V\
" Goddard, comes to the Majestic Theater \
e to-morrow for a return engagement.

The scene la laid in Mexico. The oast

Includes Alphonz Ethfcr, Eugene Strong,
e Miss Marguerite Kisser, Albert Sackett
v end Boris Korlln.

The week before Qhrtstmas attraction BEh
at the Montauk TheWter will be Miss //» *"

" Frances Starr In David Belasco's pro- p
~ uuctton of "The Easiest Way." which
B has already rounded out one week at ....
</ that theater and begins to-morrow the
t second and last week of its stay. [
^ Miss Belle Baker will head the bill at

t the Orpheum. Others will be Har/y
Langdon und company, Mrs. Sidney:

e Drew and company, the Marmetn Slt-j
ters, Ruth Marr and Leo Beers.
The Hanneford family of equestrians. MANH

|, with Poodles, the riding clown, V1U topi
3 the programme at the Shubcrt-Crescent. jt
, Others will be Rosalie Harris and Paul-

Ine Santley, Lord-Ain, Bert fihepard;
e and Mme. Carmen Lopoz in "Los Ar- jj*9 gentlnos," and Margaret Farrell. T1
o Charles Ray, 1n "R. S. V. P.." will be ®r

c the photoplay feature at the Strand.
] Bernstein, Gallagher and Deady wll'

| present the "Little Bo-Peep" burlesqunrs PLYM
" at the Star, with Ilarry Pepper and Id
" Charles T. Taye. at

a th

£ Frederick Perry Takes R|

* Norman Trevor's Role
There appears to be an unwritten and SHTB!

written law, paradoxical It may be, that et
a dramatic star of a Broadway show Pi

_ would rather take an old fashioned '

whipping than rehearse once the play
8 has apparently settled down to a long
" engagement. This may be true In many THIR1
s cases, but It docs not apply to Miss
f Mario Doro, now hendlng the cast of
i "Lilies of the Field" at the Klaw Ql

Theatre.
1 Norman Trevor has been playing
1 "opposite" Miss Doro since the play BIJOU
S opener] two months ago. Having de- n,
- cidcd to produce his own play and mak- .

r Ing arrangements to get It under way
before the holidays, Mr. Trevor withidraws from the William Hurlbut pro- NATIC

. ductlon. . f» Frederick Perry was engaged and re.hearsals were called, with Miss Doro
reporting promptly and taking a deep ho
personal Interest in the repeating of her W
lines with Mr. Perry. j CI

_____ jp
"RIGOI.ETTO" IN linOOKLYN.

r The Metropolitan Opera Company will pijiwr
f give "Rigoletto" on Tuesday evening *

t at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. ca

r with Mmes. Chase, Perlnl, Anthony and V
P Melllsh and Messrs. Chamlee. Ruffo, w;
5 Rothler, Bsda, Plrco, Reschlgllan and Ot

Ananlan, Mr. Papl conducting. k____
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Calendar of First Nights
MONDAY.

[ATTAN OPERA HOUSE."Ain't It the TruthI" a musical reeollern\of the world war. will be sponsored by the World War Veterans.
Is announced that the proceeds will be used for the aid of destitute
[-service men. The book and lyrics were written by Jude Brayton
id Harry Olsen composed the music. The cast Includes Miss Edith
layer. Miss Mary Chippendale, Wakefield and Lyons and Ed Feathatone.

TUESDAY.
OUTH THEATRE.Arthur Hopkins announces Ben-Ami hi "The
Je Inn," by Peretz Hlrshbeln, first produced at the Jewish Art There.It has been adapted by Isaac Ooldberg and Louis Wolhelm. In
e cast are Miss Eva MacDonald. Miss Mary Shaw. Miss Joanna
oos, Hubert Druce, Whltford Katie and Edward O. Robinson.

THURSDAY.
ERT THEATRE (Morning and Matinee).Lilian Owen's Marlonteawill begin a series of morning and afternoon performances In
Ickens's "A Christmas CBrol," dramatised by Hettle Louise Mick, and
lynd Horn," from an old English fairy story. With them will be
lss Rosalind Fuller hi old English folk songs and Mies Margaret
cKee. girl whistler.

PY-NINTH STREET THEATRE <Evening).Carle Carlton will prentH. B Warner In Cosmo Hamilton's comedy drama, "Danger!"
le star will be supported by Miss Mario Ooff, Leslie Howard, Miss
Ida Lesry and Miss Ruth Hammond.

FRIDAY.
THEATRE (Matinee).Guthrie McCllntlo will produce "The Dover

jad," light comedy by A. A. Milne, featuring Charles Cherry. The
idlng woman is Miss Winifred Lenlhan, and others are Miss Molly
;arson and Reginald Mason.

15AL THEATRE (Evening)."Trilby," Paul Potter's dramatization
Oeorge du Maurier'a famous story, has been selected by the NamalPlayers, Inc.. as the production with which they will make their
w as a new stock company at popular prices. This group includes
llton Leckaye, George Nash, Kdmond Lowe, Harry Mestayer, Miss
inrlotte Walker, Ignnelo Martlnettl, Joseph Allen, Frank Doane atid
ffreys Lewis.

SATFRHAT.
'ESS THEATRE.Norman Trevor will make his bow to the Amerlnpublic as an actor-manager with his production of "The Married
oman," by Chester Bailey Fernald. under the direction of the Selyns.The cast Includes Miss Margaret Dale, Miss Beatrice Maude,
ant Stewart and Marsh Allen.

. .
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Did You Hear?
About Jeritza's Opera Contract

and Haddon Chambers's
Last Play.

By LUC'IKX CLEVES.

IN all probability the glory reflectedfrom the former Imperial
Opera House in Vienna will centerexclusively about Mme. Jeritza this

season. She is enough for any operatictheater to bo proud of as an

ambassador of its traditions to another
country. But when she departs at the
end of a few months there will be no-

body else to carry on the sarno glories,
since It seems certain that Mmc. Selrna
Kurz will not, after all, make another
Journey to this country.

Giulio Gatti-Casazza gave the famouscolorature soprano of the opera
in Vienna a contract by which she was
to sing a number of her roles at the
Metropolitan. It is probably in view
of the fact that she is unwilling to
make a concert tour here and feels it
too much of an ordeal to undertake
the journey for her comparatively
brief operatic season that she is to re!main in her own country. So Mme,
Kurz will remain in Vienna. When
she left, here early last spring it was

with the announcement that if she
came back it would be in September
in order to accustom herself to the
climate before she appeared at the
Metropolitan.
"The contract served its purpose ad|mirably whether the singer return here

or not," one of her friends said the
other day. "Manager Gattl has shown
{himself courteous and considerate to a

distinguished foreign artist. Mme. Kuri
Iliad the contract with the opera to show
as a result of her American concert tour
rind everybody has been made eomfortajblc by the engagement. So there la tic

earthly use why the soprano should take
the trouble to return."

The 'Sally" Calendar.
Ho Zlegfcld, Jr.,.he Is still junior In

plte'of the gray hair.iias about made
up his mind to go to the theater to|morrow night. H<> lias decided on the
New Amsterdam, although Mlas Blllle
Burke is at Henry Miller's Theater- H«
is not going to s«e "Sally" so much a*

to watch the audience. He wants tc
wee how It will react to her first annl,versary. for "Sally" Is a year old tomorrownight. Mr. Zlegfeld "hopes tc
be able to tell from the looks of the
audience how many more years of her
life will be spent at the New Amsterdam
Theater. Tn the meantime he has prepareda "?!ally Calendar" for the next
year.
There are Its chief points: Miss

Marllynn Miller has not missed a singk
performance. Leon Krrol was out once
on account of tonsilltls. Only one

change has been made In the cast since
the first night and that was the substitutionof Miss Kathleen Martyn foi
Miss Mary Hays. Even every member
of the chorus Is the same. Every memberof the company will have new costumesfor the beginning of the second
year of the play. Every seat has beer
sold for every performance since th«
llrst. "Sally" Is still on In London and
three companies are touring the Brltlst
provinces. The piece will he given eoor
In Berlin, Vienna and Melbourne.

Tti the box with Mr. Zlegfcld will b«
the author. Guy Bolton ; the composer
'Jerome Kern. Clifford Grey and Vlotoi
Herbert. Tt Is from this box that Mr
Zlegfeld will make his speech. If evfryjbody listens closely It may be pogslbb
to hear Mr. Ziegfeld announce the daU
cn which he will open the New Yortl

f engagement of the second "Pally" comIpany.
Old Friend's New l"aoe.

Two good stories were told by tht
speakers at the dinner for David Heiascc
at the Blltmore Hotel the other night
Channlng Pollock related the conversationwhen William Gillette took Oeorg*
Hroadhurst to visit Ms farm and shows-!
him the Ineloaure where the goats were
kept. One of the animals licked the
actor's hand as he stood by the paling.
"Even the goats love me down here,"

said Mr. Gillette.
"He's hungry and wants to he fed,"

observed Bmadhurat skeptically.
There was silence for a second.
"Well, Broadhurst," Mr. Gillette went

in after evident deliberation. "After a
while you get to be so old you take even
that feeling for love."
Augustus Thomas wns seated next to

Miss Lynn Fontonne, who wns receiving
on all sides felicitations on her engage!ment to Alfred Lunt

"Miss Fontanne," Mr. Thomas began,
has just been telling me the manner In

Continued on Fage bight.
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City or Country.
Combination Game Tables

Fitted Suit Cases
Sleds and Bobsleds
Cape Cod Lighters
English Razor Sets

Ship's Bell Ulocts

Women's Limousine Cases
Skates and Skate Shoes

Imported Carving Sets

J Cigar and Cigarette Cases
Town and Country Shoes

Riding Clothes and Boots

Golf Bags and Clubs
Thermos Bottles and Jugs

Thermometers
Ulsters and Topcoats

[Dunhill Pipes
Leather Travel Articles
Beach and Lawn Dice

Smoking Jackets

English Silk Scarfs

Sport and Wrist Watches
Camel's Hair Caps
White Buck Shoes

Pogo Sticks

;

Forest and
Shot Guns and Cases

Hunting Boots

Poker Chips and Tables

Ivory Chess Men
Binoculars

j Opera and Field Glasses
Ash TraTS and Sets

!»

Bov Scout Outfits
I
> Put and-Take Dice
> Bridge Sets

Revolvers and Holsters
Roulette Wheels

! Canteens and Kracks
t

dbercrombie
i I - Ezra H. Fitch,

'I
Madison Avenue and

\
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and butlers, here it is.

-Den or Lodge
Humidors and Collarettes
Clock Golf.Parlor Golf

Scarfs and Sweaters
Women's Sport Clothes

Travel Clocks
Pocket Knives

Scotch Golf Hosiery
Skis and Ski Clothes

Walking Sticks
Golf Shoes, All Styles

Clothes for Southern Wear
Kit Bags and Fittings
Dog Collars and Leads

Smokers' Stands
Motor Luncheon Kits
Wallets and Bill Folds
Game Can ing Sets

Women's Garden Sets
Dressing Gowns

Snow Sport Clothes
Attach^ Cases

House Moccasins

Sporting Books
Flanks and Spirit Bottles

Toboggans and Snow Shoes

Fireside
Campers' Cook Kits

Vnrenin Food Contaitien
Hunting Clothes

California Tarpon Rods
Cribbage, Dice, Dominoes
Sideboard Tantalus Sets

Imported Pipe Holders
Game Chests

English Dry Fly Boxes

Sporting Rifles
Tents and Camp Furnishings

Fishing Tackle
Sporting Stick Pins

& Fitch Cos
, President

I Forty-fifth Street


